Job Description
Job Title:
Place of Work:
Working Hours:
(including FT/PT
requirements)
Salary Range:
Reports to:
Supervises:

Laboratory Technician
MicrobesNG
Full Time, Permanent: Mon - Friday
Applicants will be required to provide evidence of existing eligibility for
the right to work in the UK at point of interview
£17,000 - £24,000 FTE based on experience, with scope for progression
and generous holiday package.
Head of Laboratory Operations
N/A

Job Summary
MicrobesNG is a genome sequencing facility dedicated to providing microbial sequence data to our
expanding global customer base. We currently sequence over 25,000 genomes each year from a wide
variety of medical, agricultural and environmental microbes including bacteria, fungi and viruses.
After our extraordinary success working within the University of Birmingham for 5 years we spun out and
set up as an independent company in August 2019. Having increased our business since then, we are
looking to expand the company and our services.
This is an exciting time to join MicrobesNG, a start-up company, with a close knit group of employees that
are working towards providing new services and analyses.
We are looking for a Full Time Laboratory Technician to work as a member of the Laboratory Team in the
delivery of sequencing services for our customers. In particular, to be responsible for reception of samples
and deliveries, preparation and processing of samples, including some laboratory procedures and
analysis. The ideal candidates would have the interpersonal skills required to work in a team environment
to ensure samples are processed within expected turnaround times.

Main Duties and Responsibilities
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

o
o
o
o

To carry out reception, preparation, processing and storage of samples (DNA and
microbial/biological samples).
To undertake all tasks within or link to the laboratory adequate to the level of training
received from trained members of the team and management.
To receive and correct storage consumables and chemical reagents.
To carry out laboratory analysis of samples as part of internal QC processes.
To validate and accurately record data in analog and electronic platforms, ensuring all
records are accurate and kept up to date.
To understand and interpret protocols and Standard Operating Procedures, being able to
assist with draft preparation and updating of these documents.
To help through operating best practice in order to meet internal quality standards.
To prepare buffers and reagent aliquots required for day to day operations.
To understand and adhere to health and safety procedures ensuring that UK health and
safety legislation is maintained.
To ensure that the working environment is kept clean and tidy, with due attention to the
careful maintenance of laboratory equipment and fittings.
To uphold and follow the correct waste disposal procedures.
To carry out activities flexibly and reliably, working as part of a team, supporting others
and taking responsibility for the success of the team, ensuring that turnaround time
targets are achieved.
To provide a high level of internal communications (occasionally emailing external
customers).
To maintain a flexible approach to work to assist other departments as and when
required.
To actively engage in the Personal Development Process and undertake all required
training as identified by your line manager.
Any other duties and responsibilities as reasonably outlined by your line manager from
time to time.

Knowledge, Skills, Qualifications and Experience Required
●

Essential
o NVQ, BTEC/ONC at level three or equivalent level three qualification and specific
relevant experience in an appropriate subject.
o GCSE level 2 (A*- C) or equivalent level 2 qualification in English and in Mathematics,
Chemistry or Biology.
o Accuracy and attention to detail is paramount due to the data entry aspect of the
position.

o
o
o
o
o
●

Strong communication skills both written and verbal.
Adequate knowledge of IT systems like Microsoft/Open Office, Google Suite, etc.
Positive service attitude and shows courtesy in dealing with others.
Ability to organise and manage own workload and demonstrate flexibility in terms of
work practices/requirements.
Ability to work under minimal supervision but function as part of a team.

Desired
○ A BSc in a biological science or equivalent professional qualification in an appropriate
subject.
○ Experience of working in a laboratory environment, particularly microbiology or
molecular biology.
○ Practical experience in extraction, quantitation and manipulation of nucleic acids in
particular from microbial organisms.
○ Working knowledge of Good Laboratory Practice and/or relevant UKAS standards (ISO
15189, ISO/IEC 17025).

Application Process
●
●

●

Closing Date for Applications : 1st September 2021 (We encourage applicants to apply
prior to the closing date as applications will be reviewed throughout August)
Applications to be submitted online via https://tinyurl.com/MNGCareers

Applicants will be required to provide evidence of existing eligibility for the right to work
in the UK at point of interview

